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Hello,
It’s another start to the shepherding year now that it’s mid-September.
We are all making plans to begin turning in rams and getting excited for
next year’s lamb crop. If you are still looking for the perfect suitor or two
for your ewe flock, there are several great opportunities coming up. The  
SWAREC Ram Test and Sale is taking place this coming Friday,
September 22nd in Glade Spring, VA. The following weekend is the
University of Florida Ram Test Sale. There are always lots of delivery
options available if you are interested in a ram and can’t get to VA or FL,
don’t hesitate to reach out to the sale contacts or other EAPK members to
arrange potential shipping. You can find more information on both of
these sales in the pages of this newsletter. 

Our 3rd Annual EAPK Symposium and Sale in Morehead, Kentucky at
Morehead State University was our most successful event to date. We
had nearly 100 attendees for our educational talks, and a record setting
sale. Check out the sale results page below for more details. 

Our communications committee has been continuing to bring us great
information and articles. This fall a few members of our flock were
stricken with meningeal worm and we were unable to identify the
culprit until the blog post came out. I’m happy to report we had no losses
because we were well equipped with great information. I’d encourage
you to take the time to read the blogs and join us on our monthly
Monday evening zoom calls, where shepherds discuss a wide range of
topics and share ideas. 

Brad Carothers
President 

Letter from the President



Where to Buy Sheep
Plant Toxicity in Sheep

Meningeal Worm
Buying Parasite Resistance

New on the EAPK Website

Timely Tip: Plan Now for Winter Grazing 

Winter grazing has many benefits
for both sheep and shepherds.

Some benefits include improved
animal performance, better animal

health, less labor for shepherds
and less feeding of stored feed

leading to improved profitability.
Fall is an excellent time to either
stockpile forage for later grazing,

or for planting winter forages,
depending on your location.

Contact your local seed provider or
NRCS or extension office for

recommendations for cool-season
forages and optimal planting dates

for your area. Look for a blog on
winter grazing coming soon.

https://easternalliancekatahdins.com/where-to-buy-sheep/
https://easternalliancekatahdins.com/plant-toxicity-in-sheep/
https://easternalliancekatahdins.com/meningeal-worm/
https://easternalliancekatahdins.com/buying-parasite-resistance-considerations-for-greater-success/


Link to Sale Catalog, Videos and More Information

https://sas.vt.edu/extension/vtsheep/swarec-ram-test.html


 Here in ‘The Swamp’ our 3rd annual UF Ram Test has been ongoing this
summer at the University of Florida! This program is designed to standardize
environmental conditions to evaluate and quantify individual ram
performance in the harsh southeastern US, with a primary emphasis on
natural parasite resistance and growth.
 There will be numerous high-quality rams for sale at our auction who
demonstrated the ability to perform in the harsh Florida climate. These rams
will be sold to the highest bidder through an online auction format with
Willoughby Livestock Sales. The sale will be open for 24 hours, beginning on
Friday, September 29th at 11 AM and closing on Saturday, September 30th at
11 AM. The sale rams will be available for in-person viewing on September
29-30th during the Small Ruminant Short Course at the UF/IFAS Horse
Teaching Unit, 1934 SW 63rd Ave., Gainesville, FL 32608.

UF Ram Test and data collection results
Link to UF Ram Test Sale through 
Willoughby Livestock Sales

 
We encourage your participation and attendance at our 2023 Small
Ruminant Short Course and Ram Test Sale on September 29-30th here in
Gainesville, FL. Producers, extension specialists and agents, researchers,
students, and allied industry members are welcome to attend this in-person,
educational event. The program will include lectures and demonstrations
from industry experts, including our keynote speaker, Dr. Niki Whitley. Dr.
Whitley is an extension specialist at Fort Valley State University and is
bringing 20+ years of small ruminant production knowledge.  
UF Small Ruminant Short Course event, agenda and registration 

Please feel free to contact us with any questions: Clay Whitehead at (904)
796-0441, e-mail jacobcwhitehead@ufl.edu, or Dr. Brittany Diehl at (352) 294-
4387, e-mail bn.diehl@ufl.edu.

UF/IFAS Small Ruminant Short Course and
Ram Test Sale

By: Dr. Brittany Diehl, DVM, MS – UF College of Veterinary Medicine 

https://animal.ifas.ufl.edu/smallruminant/ramtest/
https://wlivestock.com/auction/22085
https://wlivestock.com/auction/22085
https://wlivestock.com/auction/22085
https://animal.ifas.ufl.edu/smallruminant/small-ruminant-short-course/
mailto:jacobcwhitehead@ufl.edu
mailto:bn.diehl@ufl.edu


Use at least 2 rams so that adequate comparisons can be made based on
their lambs’ performance.
Each ram should be given a minimum of 8-10 ewes to ensure that each sire
has at least 15-20 progeny.
Assign a similar mix of ewes of different ages so that one ram doesn’t get a
majority of mature ewes while another gets a majority of ewe lambs.
If possible, assign ewes so that each ram gets a fairly balanced number of
high performing ewes, average ewes, and underperforming ewes based on
EBV values for different traits measured.
A lamb contemporary group can only include lambs born within 35 days so
breeding for all groups should begin at about the same time.

Good Contemporary Groups Begin in the Fall
How well you structure your breeding groups in the fall will determine the
quality of your lamb contemporary groups in the Spring. Here are a few tips for
assigning ewes to rams for breeding:

For more information see the EAPK Concept document, Breeding Group
Structure
To make planning breeding groups easier, EAPK member Etienne Richards has
created a special tool that includes tutorials. Additional information is included
elsewhere in this newsletter, or access the planning tool directly at:
https://info.sheeptools.com/planning/ 

Timely Tips

Meningeal Worm Meningeal Worm - Eastern Alliance for Production Katahdins
(easternalliancekatahdins.com)

Bluetongue Virus - USDA APHIS | Bluetongue

Cache Valley Fever - Cache Valley Fever (CVF) | Cornell University College of Veterinary
Medicine

Abortion Disease - Abortion in Sheep - Reproductive System - Merck Veterinary Manual
(merckvetmanual.com)

Be On The Lookout!
Just when you thought you were out of the woods. Several diseases occur more frequently in

the fall than at other times of year. Listed below are several with links to additional
information about each one.

https://easternalliancekatahdins.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Concept004-Breeding-Group.pdf
https://easternalliancekatahdins.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Concept004-Breeding-Group.pdf
https://info.sheeptools.com/planning/
https://easternalliancekatahdins.com/meningeal-worm/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/cattle-disease-information/bluetongue-disease-info
https://www.vet.cornell.edu/animal-health-diagnostic-center/news/cache-valley-virus
https://www.merckvetmanual.com/reproductive-system/abortion-in-large-animals/abortion-in-sheep


2024 EAPK Sale Results
Thank you to all of our bidders for another successful

Katahdin Sale at Morehead State University. 
Thanks go out to Morehead State and the Harrelsons for

helping us put on another great event. 

High Selling Ram lot 28 from Ewe Lamb Right Farm, sold to
Morehead State University  

Total sales for females: $28,775 
Averaging $846.32

Total sales for rams: $51,568
 Averaging $1,074.33

Click here to view sale catalog and list of buyers

https://easternalliancekatahdins.com/eapk-sale-results/2023-sale/


The Grazing Sheep Podcast
with Big Tom Perkins and Dr. Camren Maierle

The Grazing Sheep Podcast offers practical information and education to
sheep producers both new and experienced. Hosted by Big Tom Perkins and

Dr. Camren Maierle, this podcast takes a behind the scenes look at raising
and grazing sheep. Genetic selection, parasite management, and grazing

strategies are a few of the many topics covered during engaging conversation
between Tom and Cam, along with expert guest stars. Most recently, The

Grazing Sheep Podcast has taken a deep dive into understanding NSIP and
the EBV’s that allow for improved genetic selection. The Grazing Sheep

Podcast can be found on Spotify, Apple, and Google platforms, with a new
episode every week! 

Have a topic or question you would like covered, reach out to us at
bigtomperkins@gmail.com

Members in the News
We have a very talented and creative membership! Several

of our EAPK members have created useful products or
services. Several of these products and services are

highlighted here. If you are an EAPK member with a sheep
related product or service, let us know and we’ll feature it in

a future newsletter.

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-grazing-sheep-podcast/id1678339297


Compare - Allows you to easily compare large groups of animals with each other
Detail - A tool that shows all the information available for an animal including
pedigree hierarchy of EBVs and EBV Radar Charts
Search - Advanced searching of the NSIP data
Report - Flock-level reporting including enhanced genetic trends, ewe flock
genetic trends, viewing changes of EBVs over time, etc.
Other - Miscellaneous productivity tools

Sheep Tools
from Etienne Richards

   SheepTools https://info.sheeptools.com is a collection of tools that allow producers
to get extra value out of EBVs. The main site has links to the tools with multiple
tutorials on how to use them. Katahdin and PolyPay breeds are currently supported
with support for other breeds in the works.
   The first tool that is currently available (there are more tools being developed) is
the Planning tool. The planning tool helps NSIP breeders do breeding planning. Once
you have selected the ewes and rams you plan on using, the tool generates a list of all
the possible ewe and ram pairings, showing you what the inbreeding will be for each
pairing as well as what the pedigree EBVs are for each pairing. The user can color
pairing pedigree EBVs by percentile ranking and filter pairings to narrow down
options to pairings that better meet their breeding goals. Users can save their work in
progress and resume planning at a later date with EBVs automatically being updated
when the NSIP Searchable Database is updated. Selected or all pairings can be
exported to Excel or other formats where the user can manipulate the data further.
There’s over an hour of video tutorials covering specific features. Most tutorials are
broken down into 10 to 15 minute tutorials for easy consumption that can be
accessed at https://info.sheeptools.com/planning/
Other tools planned or in development:

You can contact me at https://info.sheeptools.com/contact/ if you have suggestions,
requests or issues. Hope you find it useful.

https://info.sheeptools.com/
https://info.sheeptools.com/planning/
https://info.sheeptools.com/contact/


SheepThings Podcast & Store 
from Robert Walker

SheepThings was started as I saw a need for new designs and ideas for apparel for
Katahdin producers. Since I was a kid, graphic design and computers have always been
a hobby so it just was a natural fit for me. Plus, it scratched the itch almost lost over the
years of drawing and painting. Designing t-shirts and caps for a niche sheep market led
to a couple other website stores with apparel/gifts as well. That turned into an idea for a

one-stop-shop website for sheep heads alike, anchored by a podcast that connected
shepherds who wanted to learn with shepherds with years of experience. One thing I
learned from my time on the KHSI Board and as the Facebook admin of a couple of

groups is that people are starved for information. Hopefully the SheepThings podcast
has helped fill that need for the last three years. The goal of the podcast is to stay fun
and educational with a common-sense approach and not so technical that it loses a

majority of the audience. 
I got my first computer when I was a freshman in high school. The school only had two
at the time. The Internet fascinated me when it came out and website design has been

something I have been doing since 1995 with my previous business. With several
websites under my belt, people started asking for me to build websites for them as well.

So now website design has been added to the SheepThings platform. Hopefully other
breeds of sheep will be added to the portfolio of podcasts and apparel soon, as we can
learn something from every producer no matter the breed. https://sheepthings.com/

http://sheepthings.com/


                                          Round Mountain
                                         Consulting Service 
                                                                     from Jim Morgan

   Help with submitting NSIP data is as close as your phone.
Have you been wanting to participate in the National Sheep Improvement Program

(NSIP) and didn’t know where to start? Or maybe you just need some help and
encouragement to take the first steps?  Our service will provide the technical and

computer expertise needed to get the job done.  We work with shepherds that don’t have
computers, don’t know how to use a computer for data submission or don’t have access

to the internet. We also train shepherds so that they can submit their own data in the
future with confidence.

Ten years of experience submitting all NSIP data from more than 45 Katahdin flocks in
the 2000s and more than twenty years advising flocks in NSIP on data collection,

submission and using EBVs. We can help with designing breeding groups, suggestions on
how and when to collect data and interpretation of the results. $25/hour. The first hour

of consulting is free to determine how we can help and work together.
           Jim Morgan, Round Mountain Consulting.  479-236-9569, jlmm@earthlink.net

EAPK members, Kathy Bielek and Roxanne
Newton have developed a Quick Reference

Guide for Shepherds to assist new and
experienced shepherds look up relevant
information quickly and conveniently on

subjects including flock goals, management,
nutrition, lambing, parasite control, and
descriptions of numerous illnesses and

conditions that may require prompt
veterinary treatment.  In addition, the guide
includes useful reference tables and forms
to keep all your treatments and data easily
accessible. The resource section will direct
you to some of the sources they have found
useful when more in-depth information is
needed. Head to the link under the cover

photo to order your copy. 

Quick Reference Guide for Shepherds 
by Roxanne Newton and Kathy Bielek

Quick Reference Guide for
Shepherds - SheepThings

https://sheepthings.com/shop/all-sheep/general-books-stickers/quick-reference-guide-for-shepherds/


Check out the
American Sheep Industry Podcast

On Apple Podcasts

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/american-sheep-industry-association/id1270278004


Upcoming Events
September 23rd, 2023 - SWAREC Ram Test

Field Day and Sale
Glade Spring, VA

September 29th, 2023 - UF/IFAS Small
Ruminant Short Course and Ram Test

Sale
Ganesville, FL

2024 EAPK Symposium and Sale coming
July, 2024

Date and Location TBA

The 3rd Monday of each month at 7PM EST -
Open Forum Discussion via zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81720266013

Board of Directors
Brad Carothers - President

Robert Walker - Vice President
Lee Holcomb - Secretary

Roxanne Newton - Treasurer
Kathy Bielek
Lisa Weeks

Isabel Richards

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81720266013

